
Thursday.  Please contact the build-
ing offices for sign up information. 

The construction has begun on the 
new elementary school.  The board 
of education hired R.E. Smith Con-
struction from Joplin to be the gen-
eral contractor for the project.  The 
construction of the new K-5 elemen-
tary building should be completed in 
time for the 2015-2016 school year. 

Thank you for your continued sup-
port for the Strafford R-VI Schools!!! 

  

The second semester is half over 
and the school year seems to go by 
quicker every year.  The spring ex-
tra curricular activities have begun 
and the calendar is full in the com-
ing weeks.  The MAP testing for 
the district will begin in late April. 

At the February board of education 
meeting the board approved the 
2014-2015 school calendar.  A 
copy of the calendar has been in-
cluded with this edition of Your 
School News.    

The 2014 summer school will begin 
on Monday, June 2 and end on June 
26.  Summer school hours are from 
8:00 am to 12:00 pm Monday thru 
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Snow Make-up Days 
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May 28 

11:00 am Dismissal 

STRAFFORD SCHOOL FOUNDATION 
The Strafford School Foundation was recently created to support the students and staff of 
the Strafford School District by enriching and enhancing their educational opportunities, 
programs and activities. The foundation is a non-profit, tax-exempt, public corporation 
managed by the Community Foundation of the Ozarks. The mission of the foundation is 
to raise tax-deductible support by partnering with the community to provide above and 

beyond the school’s normal operating budget. The first initiative and fundraising effort of 
the Strafford School Foundation is the establishment of a backpack program, called the 

“Spearpack Program.” There are hundreds of children in the Strafford School District who 
qualify for free lunch.  Many of those have very little to eat during times when school 
meals are unavailable. This program will help a group of those students, selected by 

school personnel including counselors and nurses, eat over the weekend by providing a 
bag of kid-friendly, non-perishable food. The foundation is also actively seeking support 

for scholarships, grants, classroom technology updates, student travel, activities and many 
other school programs. Thank you for your consideration in supporting the  

Strafford School Foundation. For more information and contact information please visit 
www.straffordschoolfoundation.org.  

http://www.straffordschoolfoudnation.org
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Strafford Elementary  

and Cogdill Early Childhood Center 

MICHELLE GARDNER, PRINCIPAL 

KARIE JULIAN, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

COGDILL EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 
 

Preschool and Kindergarten Enrollment 
We are still signing students up for both preschool and kindergarten enrollment for the 2014-2015 school year. Preschool 
screenings begin the week of March 31, while kindergarten screenings will be held the week of May 5. Screenings will take 
place at the early childhood center. Please bring proof of residency, a birth certificate and an updated immunization record 

with you on the day of the screening. If you have any questions feel free to contact the early childhood office at  
736-7000 ext. 1100. 

 

Daddy Daughter Dance: “Boots N’ Bling” 
The PACE /Preschool Booster Club will be hosting the Annual Daddy Daughter Dance on Saturday, April 26 from 6:00 to 

8:00 pm in the early childhood center. This years’ theme is “Boots N’ Bling”. Armbands will be used for admittance and can be 
purchased in advance for $3 March 31-April 23 (look for more information to come home with your child).  Armbands will be 
available the evening of the dance for $5 each. If you are a daddy, a grandpa, an uncle or simply that special guy, then we invite 

you to attend. Parents, if you would like to donate prizes or volunteer to work  
please contact Liz Blackburn at straffordbooster@gmail.com.  

(Don’t forget….the only way a mom can attend the dance is by volunteering.) 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: PACE & PRESCHOOL GRADUATIONS ARE ON MAY 20, 2014 

Spring is here and it is a great time to be a Strafford 
Indian! I am so proud of the extreme generosity 
shown by our students, parents and school commu-
nity the past couple months. On Friday, February 
14, our K-4 students eagerly participated in our 
annual Jump Rope for Heart and Hoops for Heart 
fundraiser, which benefits the American Heart As-
sociation. I am beyond excited to announce our stu-
dents raised over $14,000. Thank you to everyone 
for supporting this great cause! 

A fun night was had by all at our elementary-wide 
school carnival! I enjoyed seeing students and their 
families interact with faculty and staff during a night 
filled with exciting activities, delicious food and 
great prizes! I want to thank everyone for coming 
out and making it a success!  

The third and fourth grade students have been dili-
gently preparing for the upcoming MAP tests that 
will be given in April.  Parents please make sure 
your child eats breakfast daily, is well rested and 

arrives at school on time! Please remember if your 
student arrives late, he or she will not be admitted to 
class until the morning testing session is complete.  

We are excited to showcase our kindergarten stu-
dents’ musical talents on Thursday, April 17, 2014. 
Kindergarten students will share with us “A Year with 
Frog and Toad” at 7:00 pm  in the auditorium. Please 
make sure your student arrives at 6:45 pm.   

In May, we have several school-wide events planned 
to reward students for their hard work throughout the 
school year. Track and Field day is scheduled for Fri-
day, May 16 with a rain date of Monday, May 19. On 
Tuesday, May 20, preschool and PACE students will 
be graduating and students with “Excellence Attend-
ance” will have a trip to the Ozark Recreation Com-
plex. Our school-wide PBIS celebration “camp-in” 
will be Wednesday, May 21.  

Thank you parents for your “in-tents” support in help-
ing your child “Explore, Discover and Achieve” this 
school year!  

mailto:straffordbooster@gmail.com


 

Our fourth quarter began Monday, March 24. 
Grade reports for third quarter were emailed to 
parents on Tuesday, March 25. The middle 
school career fair took place on March 14. 
Some of the careers represented this year in-
cluded banking, radio disc jockey, business 
owner, farming, personal trainer, physician, 
nursing, and event planning. Selected middle 
school students had the opportunity to act as 
hosts to the presenters. Student hosts ate lunch 
with their presenter and introduced the pre-
senter to each class. We would like to extend a 
thank you to Morganne Tiller, our middle 
school counselor, and to all of the presenters 
for their part in making the career fair a suc-
cess. 

The spring sports season is a busy time for 
many of our middle school students. Cindy 
Rear and Dr. Rachel Baker are teaming up to 
coach middle school boys and girls track. Steve 
Frank is coaching the middle school softball 
team and Colton Rhodes is the middle school 
baseball coach. 

This is the season for MAP testing! Testing will 
take place from April 29 through May 15. 

Grades 5 and 8 will have a three-week testing 
period during which they are tested over 
math, communication arts, and science. 
Grades 6 and 7 will have a two-week testing 
period and are not tested over science. We 
encourage all middle school students to get 
plenty of sleep, limit television, and to eat 
breakfast each day.  

8th grade celebration will take place on Tues-
day, May 13 at 6:00 pm in the auditorium. 
Students are to meet at 5:15 pm in the Max 
Evans gym for a group picture, which will be 
available for purchase. Each 8th grade student 
will receive a t-shirt that they will need to 
wear to the celebration. Along with their t-
shirt, students are asked to wear dress pants 
or nice jeans. Girls may wear nice jeans or 
skirts. All jeans, pants, and skirts need to 
meet school dress code requirements. 

Lastly, our summer school program will once 
again focus on remediation rather than on en-
richment classes. We want to wish everyone a 
safe and happy summer, and are excited about 
the year to come. 
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“IT’S GREAT IN THE MIDDLE” 

 
MARCIA CHADWELL, PRINCIPAL  SHANE PIERCE, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL   

SPRING BAND AND CHOIR EVENTS 

April 3-4      HS Tri-M Choralfest, Auditorium 
 
April 12       EL District Honor Choir, Bolivar 

April 14       HS Choir District Large Ensembles, Nixa 

April 15       EL Honor Choir and MS Band/Choir Spring  
                    Concert, Auditorium  

April 19       Spring Sing Dinner Theatre, MS Cafeteria 

April 22        HS Choir Spring Concert and Awards, Auditorium 

April 24-26  HS Tri-M Bandfest, Auditorium/Band Room  

May 1           HS Band Spring Concert and Awards, Auditorium 
                     EL Honor Choir Performs at Springfield Cardinals Game 

May 2-3       HS Choir State Solos and Ensembles, Columbia 

May 9           EL Honor Choir at Boys Choir of Springfield Festival, 
                     First and Calvary Baptist Church, Springfield                      

Reminder to Parents:  All medication must be picked up in the school nurse offices before the end of the school year. Medi-
cation cannot be sent home on the bus or kept over the summer break.  All medication not picked up will be disposed of. 
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YOUR SCHOOL NEWS 

“HIGH SCHOOL NEWS” 

BRETT SODEN, PRINCIPAL MIKE WILSON, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

High school yearbooks are now on sale.  The cost is $40 and you can visit www.jostens.com to place your order. 

GUIDANCE AND           
COUNSELING 

Thank you to our community or-
ganizations for donating their time 

and resources to help the 2014 
graduates further their college en-
deavors.  The organizations that 

have contributed scholarship funds 
are: Strafford Community Teach-
ers Association, Strafford Alumni 

Association, Strafford Athletic 
Boosters (Steve Lea Memorial), 
The Helvey/Filley family (Chris 
and Dee Helvey Memorial), Ron 

Freeman (Thresa (Terry) Dishman 
Memorial), Strafford Chamber of 
Commerce contributing to FBLA, 
Class of 1983 members, Strafford 

Music Boosters, William K. Berry, 
O'Bannon Bank, and Community 

Foundation of the Ozarks.  

High School Athletic Awards Assembly  

The Strafford Booster Club invites you to attend the Strafford High School athletics awards assembly on Friday, May 
16 at 6:00 pm in the auditorium. Athletes from basketball, track, baseball, golf and cheerleading will be honored  

by their coaches. All athletes and their families are invited.   
Refreshments will be provided by the Booster Club following the assembly.  

It is a very exciting time to be an In-
dian!  It has been a very busy start to 
the second semester and our students 
are proving yet again that we are 
“Strafford Strong”.  
 
Congratulations to the boys and girls 
basketballs teams as they made Indian 
history by both teams winning the 1st 
place district title! This is the first 
time the lady Indians have won the 
district title and the first time for 
both teams to win together.  The 
boys made it to the final four and 
finished third in the state!   We are so 
thankful to our student body and our 
community for the support they have 
shown this season.    
 
We had a great homecoming this 
year with the theme being 
“Hollywood Homecoming”.  Ryleigh 
Askren and Ian Orchard were 
crowned our homecoming queen and 
king.  
 
Congratulations to several of our 
clubs! FBLA, Science Club, Scholar 
Team, Show Choir, Math Team, and 
Jazz Band have all competed this se-
mester and did very well!  A few 
clubs will be moving on to state com-
petition this spring.  You can “like” 

our Strafford High School Facebook 
page and keep up with all of our accom-
plishments. 
 
Students are preparing for End of 
Course Exams that will start in May.  
Please check the school website for a 
detailed list of testing dates.  Attendance 
is extremely important at any time, but 
especially during exams.  End of Course 
testing counts as 10% of the second se-
mester grade.  
 
Thanks again to our parents and com-
munity for the encouragement and sup-
port you have shown to our students this 
year.  You are a vital part to keeping 
“Strafford Strong”.  
 
Upcoming Events: 
*  Junior and Senior Prom: Saturday, 
April 12 at Chateau on the Lake 
*  End of Course Exams will start  
Tuesday, May 6. 
*  Graduation: Thursday, May 15 at  
7:00 pm 
*  Last Day of School: Wednesday,  
May 28 at 11:00 am 

JORDAN VALLEY  
MOBILE UNIT 

(Strafford School Campus) 
Sports Physicals 
July 8-10, 2014 

Cost is $25  
Free for Medicaid students 

  Call Nurse Anne to schedule  
an appointment 

(417) 736-7000 ext. 1442 

http://www.jostens.com



